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 Message from Fr. Paul: 

   Tragedy in Teutopolis 

 Several of our brother Knights 

lost their homes and farms in the 

tornadoes of the third week of June. 

The State Council took immediate 

action in providing what assistance it 

could. It will be years before it will all 

be rebuilt. Insurance will help with the 

rebuilds but it won’t be enough. Food, 

clothing and housing are more 

immediate needs. Does your council or 

assembly take up a monthly pass the 

can collection for disaster relief in 

addition to the council’s annual per 

capita assessment? Contact Charitable 

Assistance Fund & Illinois Disaster 

Chairman Albert R. Treado at 

goodknightalbert@gmail.com or call 

(630) 450-0057 to see how you can 

help.  (Link to the Charitable 

Assistance Request form on the State 

web site- GAF FORM AND 

GUIDELINES.pdf - Google Drive_ 

 
 In the last edition of the 

newsletter, I invited you to the State 

Convention, although numbers were up 

the Archdiocese of Chicago still needs 

to be better represented. The first 

District Deputy meeting for the year 

will be July 10-12 in nearby 

Mundelein. I hope there is 100% 

attendance of Chicago area deputies. 

The Saturday morning prayer service 

will be on the Sacraments of Vocation, 

the calling to mission. Matrimony and 

Priesthood are fundamental to our 

Catholic family. The husband is father 

to his children with his family as his 

primary responsibility. The priest is 

Father to his family the church with 

caring for its members as his sons and 

daughters. 

 Pray for victims of all natural 

disasters and for an end to violence in 

the world and our Archdiocese. 

Fr. Paul Gins, O.S.M. Illinois 

Associate State Chaplain 

 

Chicago Archdiocesan 

Chapter 2026-27 Election 

of Officers 
In May, 

ballots were 

emailed to 

all Chicago 

Councils  

and Chicago 

District Deputies for the Chicago 

Archdiocesan Chapter 2026-27 

Election of Officers.  

      The Chapter by-laws had been 

updated earlier this year to include 

only the following elected positions: 

President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee - 3 

Year. The current Trustee -3 Year 

will move to the Trustee -2 Year 

position. The current Trustee - 

2 Year will move to the Trustee - 1 

Year position. Any other positions 

will be appointed. 

    The balloting closed on June 12th 

and then at our June 13th meeting 

the results of the Chapter on-line 

Election of Officers was announced.    

     Congratulation to  

President     SK Robert Gawronski 
Vice President–SK Matthew Martinez 

Secretary -   SK Joseph Rada 

Treasurer -   SK Jim Killigrew  

Trustee 3yr- SK Thomas Kaiser  

 

     The Chicago Archdiocese 

Chapter extends its sincere thanks 

and gratitude to 

Past President SK Jeff Griggs and 

Past VicePresident SK Tim Griffin 

for their tremendous leadership, 

vision and dedication to the 

Chapter, especially their efforts on 

establishing our new web site.  

Their efforts to assist, encourage, 

mentor and promote membership 

and charitable activities in all 

Chicago area Councils has been 

invaluable.  

    The Chapter proudly recognizes 

and thanks them both for their 

outstanding service and 

contributions. 

 

Chapter President Message 
 Brother Knights, 

   As the new 

fraternal year 

begins, I wish to 

thank our immediate past Chapter 

President Jeff Griggs and immediate 

past Chapter Vice President Tim 

Griffith for their outstanding 

leadership.  Thanks to their passion, 

the Chapter spent the better part of 

last year working with its members, 

State leadership, and past Chapter 

leaders to confirm the Chapter’s 

intended purpose and to adjust its 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
mailto:goodknightalbert@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D8WKZtezu7XyTA140JCFeXG1R6Lr0jEk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D8WKZtezu7XyTA140JCFeXG1R6Lr0jEk/view
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structure and focus with the hope of 

making the Chapter more relevant 

to its member councils and District 

Deputies.    

 

To the many who wonder what the 

Chapter is and why it exists…   

 

• The Chicago Archdiocesan 

Chapter is made up of all the 

Knights of Columbus 

councils in the Archdiocese 

of Chicago.  Its voting 

members are comprised of 

the Grand Knights and 

additional representatives 

from each of the dues 

paying councils along with 

all of the District Deputies 

in the archdiocese and any 

State or Supreme officers 

who reside within the 

archdiocese.   

 

• The Chapter's primary 

purpose is to provide a 

regional platform for 

collaboration between 

councils throughout the 

archdiocese.  It should 

accomplish this through 

effective communication 

and education.  The Chapter 

also exists to help its 

member councils and DDs 

by organizing and 

promoting archdiocese-wide 

events and programs. 

 

With its purpose clarified, the 

Chapter updated its by-laws and 

launched a Chapter website 

(kofcchicago.org) at the end of this 

past fraternal year.  The new 

website’s creation would not have 

happened without Jeff and Tim’s 

hard work.  Although it is still in 

“beta” form, the Chapter’s website 

will quickly become an incredible 

resource for council leaders, brother 

knights, and the general public to 

learn about the many great works 

the Knights of Columbus are doing 

throughout the archdiocese. 

 

Another consensus change 

determined this past year is to adjust 

the frequency, format, and location 

of the Chapter meetings.  For the 

2026-27 fraternal year, the Chapter 

will meet six times instead of 

monthly.  The six meetings will 

take place on to-be-determined 

Saturdays at 10:00 am with the 

location rotating to a different part 

of the archdiocese each time.  The 

“business” portion of the Chapter 

meetings will be limited to 

approximately 45-60 minutes 

followed by a 15-30 minute town 

hall (Q&A) and/or training session 

focused on a pre-determined topic 

requested by the DDs and GKs in 

advance of each meeting.   

 

The first meeting of the fraternal 

year will take place at St. Bede – 

Pius X Council #3788’s meeting 

hall (36380 N. Wilson Rd., 

Ingleside, IL) on August 1st at 

10:00 am.  The agenda will be 

circulated via email and posted on 

the Chapter’s website as we get 

closer to the meeting date. 

 

On behalf of the newly elected 

officers of the Chapter, I want to 

thank the voting members for your 

confidence in us.  The Chapter’s 

success will be measured by the 

success of its member councils so it 

is critical for GK’s, DD’s, council 

representatives, and the Chapter’s 

officers and chairmen to collaborate 

in ways that will improve each 

council’s ability to serve its 

parish(es), families, and neighbors.    

 

Reprinted in this newsletter is one 

of my favorite prayers, the Litany of 

Humility.  As we begin another 

fraternal year, let us not lose sight 

of why we volunteer our time.  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

SK Robbie Gawronski  

Chicago Chapter President 

rgawronski@ymail.com 

 

Message from the 
Archdiocesan Chairman 
As I write this 

article, it’s June 

25, 2026, so I 

don’t have the 

final number of 

awards for 

Councils.  But at 

this moment in time, the Chicago 

Archdiocese has 17 Councils with 

the STAR Council award, 36 total 

Councils with the Fr. McGivney 

Award for new members, 32 total 

Councils with the Founders Award 

for Fraternal Benefit Events and 28 

total Councils with the Columbian 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
mailto:rgawronski@ymail.com
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Award for Programs.  Those 

numbers will go up. 

I want to thank the District 

Deputies, Grand Knights, Financial 

Secretaries and all Brother Knights 

who worked hard this year to make 

their Councils successful.  I also 

want to thank the Assistant Chicago 

Archdiocese Chairmen that were 

part of my team. 

So how do you define a 

‘Successful’ Council?  It is a 

Council that is bringing in new 

members with new ideas.  It is a 

Council that has members who are 

learning about our Fraternal 

Benefits so that they can protect 

their family.  It is a Council that is 

supporting its Church and 

Community through multiple 

programs as well as donating 

money &/or time for those in need. 

Now I hear that some Councils 

aren’t interested in filling out the 

paperwork to get awards from 

Supreme.  They say “We don’t do 

what we do for Awards”. And that 

is true. BUT awards are important.  

They show parishioners that a 

Council is active in supporting their 

Church and Community.  They 

show potential members that this is 

a Council that is active in 

welcoming new members and 

helping those in need.  It is 

important for Councils to get 

recognized for their successes with 

Awards. 

      For the 2026-27 Fraternal Year, 

there are some changes to the 

Chicago Archdiocese District 

Deputies and Assistant Chairmen.  

Here is our team that will be 

assisting Councils to be successful 

next year. 

• Chicago Archdiocese Chairman: 

Dan Davis 

• Assistant Chicago Archdiocese 

Chairman / Faith in Action 

Programs Coordinator: Robert 

Gawronski 

• Assistant Chicago Archdiocese 

Chairman / Safe Environment 

Coordinator: Dick Lambke 

• Assistant Chicago Archdiocese 

Chairman / Membership 

Coordinator: Matthew 

Martinez 

• Assistant Chicago Archdiocese 

Chairman / Fraternal Benefit 

Coordinator: Joseph Rada 

 

 

 Let’s all celebrate the large and 

small successes that each of the 

Councils in Chicago enjoyed this 

last year and now work toward even 

more successes in the next Fraternal 

Year. 

Fraternally 

Dan Davis  

Knights of Columbus Chicago 

Archdiocesan Chairman 

847-224-5470 
danrph80@gmail.com 

 

State Medallion Recipient  
  The State 

Medallion is the 

highest honor a 

Knight of 

Columbus can 

receive in the 

Illinois State 

Council, recognizing exceptional 

service and leadership 

      The State Medallion is awarded 

to a Knight who has demonstrated 

exceptional dedication to the 

mission of the Knights of 

Columbus, embodying the 

principles of charity, unity, and 

fraternity. It is a mark of the highest 

level of service within the state 

   

Congratulation to 

Archdiocesan Chairman 

 Dan Davis 

 on being awarded the State 

Medallion at this year’s 128th 

State Convention 

District 1: Joseph Rada 

District 2: Greg Johnson 

District 3: Jeff Steybe * 

District 4: Joseph Moore 

District 5: Jeff Griggs 

District 6: Raymond Cordell 

District 7: Richard ‘Dick’ Lambke 

District 8: Charles Loiseau 

District 9: Daniel Stolze 

District 10 Richard Holmgren 

District 11: Andy Smolen 

District 12: Mark Azzi 

District 13: Robert Gawronski 

District 14: Dan Davis 

District 15: John Laskey * 

District 16: Joseph Kunnengode 

District 17: Stan Wiejak 

District 18: James Walsh * 

District 19: Tim Griffith 

District 20: Matthew Martinez 

District 21: Patrick Madigan * 

* indicates New DD 

 

 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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Link to Past State Medallion recipients. 
STATE DEPUTY MEDALLION 

RECIPIENTS - THROUGH 02-14,-2025 

 

Ultra-Sound Program If any 

Councils are 

raising funds for 

an Ultrasound, 

the Chicago 

Chapter has 

some funds that they can contribute. 

Please contact Dan Davis, Chicago 

Archdiocesan Chairman 

847-224-5470, 

danrph80@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart Council #17253 

Golf Outing, August 28th 

 
Sacred Heart Council #17253 of 

Palos Heights invites all to attend 

their Golf Outing on Friday, August 

26, 2026 at the Stoney Creek Golf 

Club, 5850 W. 103rd St, Oak Lawn, 

Il .   

• 12:00pm Registration 

• 1:00pm Shotgun start 

• 5:30 dinner & Prizes 

• $150 per golfer- includes 

Golf, Cart & Dinner 

• /$110 Golf only, $40.00 

Dinner only 
See flyer at end of Newsletter for 

more info and QR code 

 

New Chapter 

Web Site !! 
The Chapter’s  new 

web site is up and 

running.    Many thanks to the 

efforts of Past President Jeff Griggs 

and Former Vice President Tim 

Griffin for researching different 

developers/providers and getting the 

site operational.   The new link 

is –      

www.kofcchicago.org 

 

128th IL KofC 

State Convention  
The Illinois State 

convention was held 

at the Crown Plaza 

Springfield on May 14 thru May 17.  

Congratulations to our 2026-2027  

State Officers ;  

• Lloyd Reinkensmeier -State 

Deputy  

• Michael Blackburn - State 

Secretary  

• Jim Jatcko - State Treasurer  

• John Lough - State Advocate  

• Joseph Buscher - State Warden  

 

Lord, please grant Your divine 

wisdom and guidance to these 

newly installed State Officers. 

Bestow upon them the discernment 

to make wise decisions, the clarity 

to see the path ahead, and the 

courage to lead with integrity.  

 

     The Council Banner Parade 

and Opening Session 2026 Illinois 

State Knights of Columbus 

Convention at the Knights can be 

viewed  at the YouTube channel 

with the Link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Z5KWz9uNK9k 

      

 

The Awards Session 2026 Illinois 

State Knights of Columbus 

Convention can be viewed at the 

link below- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=wUueB19btWc&t=5s 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JcNcOYii6_T6CHluTn56UxKpovxQY_PX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JcNcOYii6_T6CHluTn56UxKpovxQY_PX/view
mailto:danrph80@gmail.com
http://www.kofcchicago.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5KWz9uNK9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5KWz9uNK9k
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THE 

WELL OF 

MERCY 

6th Annual  

‘Golf For 

Goodness 

Sake’ 
The Well Of Mercy  is a residential 

program which supports the 

families holistically and addresses 

educational needs, spiritual growth 

and development, physical well-

being, and emotional health.  

      The families reside at ‘The Well 

‘for several years and will engage in 

five phases of intervention while 

learning to make better choices for 

themselves and their children.  

   The ‘Well’ helps single Moms 

break the cycle of poverty. 

Visit the link below for more info- 

The Well Of Mercy  

     The’ Golf for Goodness Sake’ 

will be held on July 27th, 2026 at 

the Old Orchard Country Club 

700 W Rand Rd.,Mt. Prospect IL 

60056 

• Registration at 11:00AM, 

Tee Off Time 12:30PM 

• Single Golfer: $150.00 

Foursome: $500.00, 

• $65.00 for dinner Only 

• Includes 18 Holes, Cart, 

Lunch and Dinner. 

Sponsorships Available 

• Hole sponsorships $400.00 

• Lunch Sponsor $1,500 

• Dinner Sponsor $2,500 

• Event Sponsor $3,000 

  
See Flyer at end of this newsletter for 

more info and QR code.  
 

Respect Life  
    Illinois State 

Respect Life Chair 

Couple Kenneth E & 

Sharron Martinek 

report that it has been a good year 

for our Pro-Life and Respect Life 

efforts. We had good support with 

men standing visible for the Knights 

on Bridges weekends, Many 

Knights and Ladies showed up for 

the Springfield rally in March and 

the Mass. Eight [8] Councils have 

obtained new Ultrasound machines 

for their community clinics. The 

ASAP program is alive and well 

with Supreme sending money to 

Councils who participated and sent 

in their paperwork. Remember no 

job is completed until all the forms 

are completed. 

   Ty & Jane Simmons, and Sharon 

& I send our appreciation and 

thanks to all our Brother Knights, 

Ladies and Families for their 

support for Life Programs. We look 

forward to working with you in the 

next Fraternal year. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

Kenneth E Martinek & Sharon 

Martinek 

Illinois State Life Chairman – 

Respect Life Couple  
 

 

Bishop Hillinger Assembly 

#1595 Annual 

Golf Outing 
SAVE THE 

DATE for Bishop 

Hillinger’s Annual 
Golf Outing on Monday August 

10, 2026 at Chevy Chase Golf 

course. 

• Bag Drop – 10:30am 

• Tee time 1:00pm  

• Dinner 6:00pm 

• Dinner $50.00 

• Per Player $150.00 

• Sponsor a Hole - $100 

• Sponsor all 18 Holes- 

$500.00 
 See Flyers at end of this newsletter for 

more info and QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://www.thewellofmercy.com/
https://www.thewellofmercy.com/
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Special Olympics White 
Sox Game  August 9th 

Our annual Special 

Olympics/White 

Sox Game is 

Sunday, August 

9th vs. the 

Cleveland 

Guardians.   

Starting time is 1:10 start time. 

$5.00 of each ticket sold will be 

donated to Illinois Special 

Olympics. 

     Please see the flyer at the end 

of this newsletter for the QR 

code, ticket prices, seat locations, 

and to place your order. 

       Let's get together for an 

afternoon in the sun to benefit 

Special Olympics! 

     Thank You for all you do for 

those in need. 

 

Mike Schnabel 

Illinois State Council 

Intellectual Disabilities 

Program Chairman- North 

mikeschbm@yahoo.com 

773/269-9084 
See Flyer at end of this newsletter for 

sign-up info and more info.  

 

Fly the Flag This 4th of July 

 

 

Chicago Dogs Game  
Saturday, 

August, 15 

Starting time is 

6:00 pm  

 

Chi Dogs vs. Lake County 

DockHounds 
 Christopher Columbus Assembly 

#2349 and  

Brownson Council #1030 invite all 

to join your Brother Knights at an  

exciting and entertaining Chicago 

Dogs Minor League baseball game 

in Rosemont.  

• Tickets are $20.00 and include  

• 1 Infield Reserve Ticket  

• Star Wars Night & Saturday 

Night Fireworks  

• A Chicago Dogs cap! 
Benefits the Tunnel to Towers 

Foundation  

See Flyer at end of this newsletter for 

tickets sign-up info and more info.  

 

Vocation Raffle  
Vocation Raffle 

books can still be 

ordered from the 

State Vocations 

chairman.    Please complete and 

submit the Order Form at the end 

of this newsletter and support 

this important State Fund raising 

event that aids our future priests.   

     Link for ordering vocations 

Raffle books: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJg

ws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwx

Oz78_QnA/viewform?usp=head

er 

  Support Our Seminarians 

Today!  

They Are Our Priests of 

Tomorrow!!!   

 

Coalition Life   
Coalition Life is 

a pro-life 

organization 

with the mission 

of providing the last line of 

defense for babies, their mothers, 

and their families planning to 

enter an abortion facility 

for an abortion or at great risk for 

abortion due to the sales efforts 

of the abortion facility. 

    Much of our effort is focused 

on sidewalk counseling and a 

parallel prayer presence on the 

sidewalks or driveways of seven 

abortion facilities spread across 

the Midwest from Planned 

Parenthood - Near North - 

Elizabeth Cohn Morris Center at 

Lasalle and Division in the River 

North area of Chicago to a 

Planned Parenthood facility 

in Overland Park, KS, a suburb 

of Kansas City, KS.  

    Please see the flyer at the end 

of this newsletter for more info 

on this important ministry and to 

contact BK John Ryan, Sidewalk 

Counselor Flossmore, or BK 

Jacob Tipre, Site manager 

Chicago. 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJgws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwxOz78_QnA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJgws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwxOz78_QnA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJgws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwxOz78_QnA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJgws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwxOz78_QnA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc59ZvzbDUG0lznJgws6f6V8FkEXTSspuktXxXnwxOz78_QnA/viewform?usp=header
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Silver Rose Program 

 
   Each year, from early March 

through mid-December, Silver 

Roses are stewarded by councils 

along routes from Canada to 

Mexico. Every stop the Silver 

Rose makes throughout the 

pilgrimage is a rosary-centered 

occasion for Knights, 

parishioners, and community 

members to pray for respect for 

life, for the spiritual renewal of 

each nation, and for the 

advancement of the message of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

     There will be 3 icons available 

to travel either in the northern or 

southern councils of our diocese. 

The best way to schedule the 

Silver Rose is to use the link 

below to fill out the Silver rose 

request form online.: 

https://forms.gle/YRipzZEyLzF2

rgG8A 

        Chairman Martinez will 

then set a calendar of future 

availability. This schedule will 

be posted on the Chicago 

Chapter website, 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/in

dex.asp?D=59 

    This schedule will also be at 

the State website: Illinois State 

Council - Silver Rose 

Your help is needed when 

transporting the icon to and from 

locations. 

 Please review the links below 

for details of the Silver Rose 

ceremony and materials needed.   

• Guidesheet_ 10625 Silver 

Rose GS 

• Silver Rose Overiew:   

Silver Rose | Knights of 

Columbus 

    Each Council wishing to host 

the Silver Rose ceremony should 

order their own booklets and 

supplies. Remaining supplies are 

to be added to the totes to 'pay it 

forward.' We recommend that 

printed supplies be ordered 

NOW, as this program is very 

popular throughout North 

America, and Supreme is 

working diligently to fill the 

orders timely. Should a Council 

come up short with supplies, do 

NOT order these booklets 

express delivery; the shipping 

costs would be extravagant. 

Rather, the booklets are available 

online via the Supreme website 

to download. 

Some ideas for the Silver Rose 

include;  

• Daytime prayer service at 

area Catholic Schools. 

• Grade schools are a great 

opportunity Some 

dioceses that have 

organized these events 

also have an opportunity 

to illustrate the Knights 

and what we do. This can 

be impactful with the 

parents, as moms often 

attend these types of 

school services. 

• High schools with young 

men ready to graduate and 

become Knights. 
Matthew Martinez 

Silver Rose (Chicago Diocese) 

Coordinator 

District Deputy District #20 

exrel@sbcglobal.net  
See Flyer at end of this newsletter for 

QR Code 
 

4th Degree 
Exemplification 

Sir Knight Joe Moore and 

SK Robert Maas  were 

named "Class Honorees" 

at the Exemplification of Fourth 

Degree hosted by Bishop Raymond 

P. Hillinger Assembly #1595 on 

June 27th at St Norbert Church in 

Northbrook IL.  

 

As SK Robert Maas posted, “To all 

my brother Sir Knights, may the 

lessons learned about Catholics in 

our "National Heritage" and our 

love for our great country forever be 

carried in our hearts as we continue 

to live our life’s in Charity, Unity, 

Fraternity, and Patriotism. “ 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://forms.gle/YRipzZEyLzF2rgG8A
https://forms.gle/YRipzZEyLzF2rgG8A
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://files.kofc.org/download/assets/Silver+Rose+Guide+Sheet/e8a5b4a284e911f0ac932eb9c56ca852
https://files.kofc.org/download/assets/Silver+Rose+Guide+Sheet/e8a5b4a284e911f0ac932eb9c56ca852
https://www.kofc.org/what-we-do/programs/life/silver-rose/
https://www.kofc.org/what-we-do/programs/life/silver-rose/
mailto:exrel@sbcglobal.net
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(Left to Right) Master SK Ty 

Simmons, SK Joe Moore, SK Rob 

Maas, Faithful Navigator SK Ray 

Kimoto  
   

Forms Forum 
Just a reminder of the Forms 

that are coming due in July-

August. 

    Councils should fill out Form 10784  

Online (Preferred Method) for every 

program they perform. It helps the 

State know where to focus for inactive 

councils or districts. It helps Supreme 

know what programs are successful. It 

helps Councils record activities for the 

Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities 

and keep track of everything they do 

for the Columbian Award. Due after 

each event – final deadline - June 

30,2027. 

• Semi-Annual Council Audit- 

Due 8/15  1295 Council 

Audit Report  

• Annual Assembly Audit – Due 

8/1  Annual-Assembly-Audit-

1315 

• All Faith in Action Forms- 

Faith-in-Action-forms 

Useful Links 

• Exemplification of Charity, 

Unity, & Fraternity 

(Responses) - Google Sheets 

• Council Forms | Knights of 

Columbus  

• Charity report 
https://www.illinoisknights.

org/charity#h.1g2y5pc8x3us 

Pope Leo Habitat for 

Humanity Build –  
The most recent ‘Build Day’ was on 

May 7th at Pope Leo Village,  957 

W. 115th St in Chicago  

        A "build day" is a day of 

service where volunteers go to a 

new home construction site to assist 

the Habitat staff in building homes.  

No prior experience is required, all 

tools, materials and training will be 

provided. It's always extremely 

rewarding!. 

   Many thanks to Brother Knights - 

Robbie Gawronski, Dan Stolze 

and Dominic Henry, Will Alicea, 

and Gary Taylor for volunteering 

for the ‘May 2026  

   The next Pope Leo day is 

scheduled for Wednesday 

September 16 in West Pullman.  

       Spouses, friends and family 

members over the age of 16 are 

welcome to join us as well.  

     Use the link below for general 

info about Pope Leo Village.  

https://my.habitatchicago.org/PopeL

eoVillage/Static/event-info 
      Anyone interested please contact 

District Deputy directly at   

danstolze@gmail.com /312-622-2293 

for more info and future ‘Build Dates’.   

 

 

  
 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/spa/invite.html?lang=en&form=10784C.02
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/spa/invite.html?lang=en&form=10784C.02
https://www2.kofc.org/en/forms/council/audit1_1295_p.pdf
https://www2.kofc.org/en/forms/council/audit1_1295_p.pdf
https://www2.kofc.org/en/forms/council/audit_1315_p.pdf
https://www2.kofc.org/en/forms/council/audit_1315_p.pdf
https://www2.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/faith-in-action-program-forms.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gCNhpCr-4YcW7G-pMT4WMOwKdEPq24_bjo4l9xm1ZgI/edit?gid=718642383#gid=718642383
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gCNhpCr-4YcW7G-pMT4WMOwKdEPq24_bjo4l9xm1ZgI/edit?gid=718642383#gid=718642383
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gCNhpCr-4YcW7G-pMT4WMOwKdEPq24_bjo4l9xm1ZgI/edit?gid=718642383#gid=718642383
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html
https://www.illinoisknights.org/charity#h.1g2y5pc8x3us
https://www.illinoisknights.org/charity#h.1g2y5pc8x3us
https://my.habitatchicago.org/PopeLeoVillage/Static/event-info
https://my.habitatchicago.org/PopeLeoVillage/Static/event-info
mailto:danstolze@gmail.com
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Traveling Sacred Heart 

Icons 

 
The Chicago Chapter continues to 

schedule the traveling Sacred Heart 

Icons for council sponsored Holy 

Hours throughout the archdiocese.". 

The purpose of the program is to 

spread devotion to the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus and pray for Our Lord to 

make his heart our own, so that we 

may see and love in others what he 

sees and loves in us. 

    Nov. 23 is the Feast of Christ the 

King and the perfect day to promote 

and run the Pilgrim Icon Program or 

distribute Home Enthronement 

materials to families. 

 Families are deeply encouraged to 

enthrone the Sacred Heart image in 

their homes. This involves 

conducting a simple, moving 

ceremony and placing an image of 

the Sacred Heart in a place of 

honor, dedicating your family and 

home to His divine protection and 

love. 

This beautiful tradition of traveling 

pilgrim icons has a rich history, 

beginning in 1979 with Our Lady of 

Guadalupe. Since then, over 

191,000 council and parish prayer 

services have been held, involving 

some 23 million participants! 

  This year marks the 100th 

anniversary of Quas Primas, Pope 

Pius XI’s encyclical instituting the 

feast! 

   Based on your District and 

Council location please plan to host 

a Holy Hour with your parishes and 

communities. 

There are 2 icons to travel either in 

the Northern or Southern Councils 

of our Diocese. 

     To begin the process for 

scheduling the icon, please  follow 

this link to a document for filling 

out this information: 

https://forms.gle/mPqqmiBq4rCW6

VpKA 

• The Council’s help will be 

needed when transporting the 

icon to and from locations. 

• DD Matthew Martinez has the 

Icon supplies from Supreme, so 

none should be ordered at this 

time 

• Supreme Link- Pilgrim Icon 

Program - Faith Programs | 

Knights of Columbus 

For more info or questions, contact 

Matthew Martinez, Traveling Sacred 

Heart Icon,(Chicago Arrchdiocese) 

Coordinator, Exrel30@yahoo.com 

/708-870-8468 

 

Soccer Challenge during the 

World Cup- 2026 Summer of 

Faith, Family and Futól

 

• Councils are encouraged to 

organize a watch party for the 

international soccer games, host a 

special 2026 Summer Soccer 

Challenge, and organize a 

membership drive in their 

community. 

• June 1st thru July 31st. 

• Use Form #11964 for the summer 

soccer challenge competition. 

• Promote watch party to all in the 

community. 

• Organize a membership drive 

during the watch party event. 

      Also, Councils can host a  

Soccer Challenge for youths 9 thu 

14 as a  great way to engage in 

their communities with an athletic 

event for youth that encourages the 

values of sportsmanship and 

healthy competition. Children 

demonstrate the most important 

skill in soccer - shooting accuracy 

on the penalty kick. Youth 

compete within their own gender 

and age to progress from the local 

level to district, regional and 

state/province competitions. For 

Soccer Challenge resources, 

visit www.kofc.org/soccer   
See Flyer at end of this newsletter for 

QR Code 
 

Newman 
All Brother 

Knights are asked 

to  prayerfully 

consider donating 

to the Knights of 

Columbus, Illinois State Council, 

Newman Apostolate Charity Fund 

this Lent. 

    This fund plays a vital role in 

sustaining Newman Centers at 

colleges and universities 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://forms.gle/mPqqmiBq4rCW6VpKA
https://forms.gle/mPqqmiBq4rCW6VpKA
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
mailto:Exrel30@yahoo.com
http://www.kofc.org/soccer%20%20.
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throughout Illinois. The Centers 

create a welcoming, faith-based 

environment where young men and 

women can celebrate and nurture 

their Catholic identity while away 

from their home parishes. 

      Monies donated to the 

Newman Apostolate Fund are 

distributed to ALL the Newman 

Centers in the State of Illinois. 

   To ensure your donation is 

applied to your Council goal, make 

sure you enter your Council 

number in the appropriate box  

    

COR (Latin  for ‘Heart’ )  
The mission of Cor: 

• Refocus 

Catholic men 

on Jesus 

Christ. 

• Form and strengthen their 

faith and virtue through 

brotherhood. 

• Commit to prayer, 

formation, and fraternity. 

The goal of each Cor gathering: 

• Provide the opportunity for 

men to encounter Christ. 

• To pray together 

• Be formed in their faith. 

• To strengthen their bonds of 

brotherhood 

 How to run Cor: 

https://www.kofc.org/resources/off

icer-resources/engagement/cor-

leadership/how-to-run-cor/ 

     It’s time to reignite the faith of 

our Council and Parish Brothers! 

Please contact Mark Kuczera 

IL State Evangelization and Faith 

Formation Director  

815-341-3849 (m) 

cor@illinoisknights.org 

College Councils   
Brother Knight 

Spencer Steeves 

State College 

Councils (SCCC)  

Coordinator PGK, Illini Council 

reactivating the Knights of 

Columbus councils at Eastern 

Illinois University and University 

of Illinois Chicago, and need your 

help! 

If you know a young Catholic man 

who is a student at either of these 

schools, whether it is a son, 

grandson, nephew, neighbor, or 

anything, please let him know 

and send BK Spencer their contact 

information! The Knights are 

looking to grow a community of 

men who are strong in their faith, 

serve their Newman Center, and be 

the future of the church! 

     Don't know anyone personally? 

Ask at your next business meeting! 

Know someone who is a Catholic 

man at another college in Illinois 

who would be great for building a 

council, please contact SCCC  

Spencer Steeves at C: (224) 261-5343 

E: college@illinoisknights.org.    

 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/cor-leadership/how-to-run-cor/
https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/cor-leadership/how-to-run-cor/
https://www.kofc.org/resources/officer-resources/engagement/cor-leadership/how-to-run-cor/
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Next Chapter Business 

Meetings and Events – 
Please note that our Chapter meeting 

location will be changing for our 

2026-2027 year.     

• There will be 6 meetings this year 

and  will take place on to-be-

determined Saturdays at 10:00 

am with the location rotating to 

a different part of the 

Archdiocese each time.   

Upcoming Meeting for July/August 

• The first meeting of the 

fraternal year will take place 

at St. Bede – Pius X Council 

#3788’s meeting hall (36380 

N. Wilson Rd., Ingleside, IL) 

on August 1st at 10:00 am.  

The agenda will be circulated 

via email and posted on the 

Chapter’s website as we get 

closer to the meeting date. 

For more information refer to 

the Chapter Website at: 
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/ind

ex.asp?D=59 
 

Attendance via Zoom is available 

Contact SK Tom Kaiser, 

Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter 

Email: tjkaiser@sprynet.com 

 630-699-2079 

Use this link to join the 

Chapter’s  Zoom meeting from 

your PC:https://us02web.zoom.us

/j/4598499591?pwd=dlZpVDBFd

TN1S0FYT2dSOVd3M2VTQT09 
If you have Zoom on your phone, you 

can enter this Meeting ID and password 

Meeting ID: 459 849 9591 

Password: 2349 
 

When you join you will go into a 

waiting room and then be admitted.   
 

 

If you do not have Zoom on your 

phone/computer, you can call into 

the meeting using: 
 Phone #  312-626-6799, 
 Meeting ID: 459 849 9591 

 Participant code # 345733 
 Password: 2349 

 

Editor’s Note: 

  Thank you to all who have 

submitted articles to this Edition.  

This is an important forum for 

getting news and information 

distributed to all our Brother 

Knights in the Chicago  

Archdiocese and beyond 

          

 Please continue to send in 

announcements of your special 

events, fund raisers, Blood Drives, 

Golf Outings, Exemplifications, 

Honor Guards, and any other 

activities your Council or Assembly 

may be planning. (Photos are 

always welcomed)   

 

Vivat Jesu.  

Tom  
Tom Kaiser, Newsletter Editor 

630-699-2079 (cell/text)630-941-

7423 (home) PLEASE SEND 

NEWSLETTER 

CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

Thomas J. Kaiser 

tjkaiser@sprynet.com This 

newsletter is published bi-monthly. 

Deadline for articles to be 

included in the 2026 

September/October Newsletter is 

Monday, August  27th, 2026.  
 

!! Check Out the New chapter 

Web Site  www.kofcchapter.org 

 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
mailto:tjkaiser@sprynet.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4598499591?pwd=dlZpVDBFdTN1S0FYT2dSOVd3M2VTQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4598499591?pwd=dlZpVDBFdTN1S0FYT2dSOVd3M2VTQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4598499591?pwd=dlZpVDBFdTN1S0FYT2dSOVd3M2VTQT09
mailto:tjkaiser@sprynet.com
http://www.kofcchapter.org/
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Litany of Humility 
 

O Jesus! meek and humble of heart, Hear me. 

 

From the desire of being esteemed… Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being loved… Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being extolled ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being honored ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being praised ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being preferred to others... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being consulted ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the desire of being approved ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being humiliated ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being despised... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of suffering rebukes ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being calumniated ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being forgotten ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being ridiculed ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being wronged ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

From the fear of being suspected ... Deliver me, Jesus. 

 

That others may be loved more than I… Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be esteemed more than I ... Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That, in the opinion of the world, others may increase and I may decrease ...  

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be chosen and I set aside ... Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be praised and I unnoticed ... Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 

That others may be preferred to me in everything... Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may become holier than I, provided that I may become as holy as I should… 

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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128th State Convention  Awards 

28+ Chicago Councils sent delegates to the Business mtg on Sunday, while additional Knights came down for 
the Award presentations on Saturday. Thank you 
to all that were able to attend. 
Overall 31 Chicago Council either received awards or were recognized for achievements. 
The following 9 Councils won Illinois in Action Gold Awards: 

• Councils 1628, 3582, 3674, 4698, 4977, 8022, 10858, 11981 and 16369 
The following 3 Councils won Illinois in Action Silver Awards:    Councils 3540, 3755, and 11112 
The following 3 Councils won Illinois in Action Bronze Awards:   Council 4483, 7694 and 14008 

• Overall 55 Councils in the entire state won Illinois in Action Awards. While 15 Chicago Councils won 
some level of Illinois in Action awards. 

• 17 Councils in Chicago earned 5 Charity Stars: 
Councils 997, 1077, 1628, 3540, 3582, 3731, 3755, 3788, 4837, 5866, 6964, 7694, 8699, 10858, 11981, 
13598, and 16369 

• 5 Councils in Chicago earned 4 Charity Stars: Councils 1030, 3674, 3800, 4977, and 13448 

• 1 council in Chicago earned 3 Charity Starts; Council 4483 

• Overall 115 Councils in Illinois earned Charity Stars with 23 being Chicago Councils. 

 

The following Chicago Councils were recognized for contributing to the different State Charities, based on the 

amounts per member. The top 3 Councils in each of the 3 divisions (based on size of councils) were recognized. 

• Division A is 1-150 mbrs - Division AA is 151-399 mbrs - Division AAA is 400+ mbrs 

Charitable Assistance Fund 

• Division A- 2nd Place Council 3755 with $10.81/member 

• Division AA - 2nd Place Council 3674 with $4.10/member 

• Division AA - 3rd Place Council 3582 with $3.13/member 

 

ID Drive 

• Division A - 1st Place Council 1268 with $266.32/member 

• Division A - 2nd Place Council 1628 with $226.70/member 

• Division AA - 1st Place Council 4698 with $235.68/member 

• Division AA - 3rd Place Council 3731 with $194.54/member 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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Newman Fund 

• Division A - 3rd Place Council 3755 with $21.62/member 

• Division AA - 1st Place Council 6964 with $27.88/member 

• Division AA - 2nd Place Council 3674 with $14.67/member 

 

Respect Life Fund 

• Division A - 3rd Place Council 3755 with $5.41/member 

• Division AA - 2nd Place Council 3674 with $4.10/member 

• Division AA - 3rd Place Council 3582 with $3.13/member 

 

Percent Membership Growth 

• Division A - 3rd Place Council 15052 with 240% of new member goal 

• Division AA - 2nd Place Council 4698 with 206.7% of new member goal 

• Division AAA - 2nd Place Council 1444 with 173.3% of new member goal 

 

Total net increase in Membership Growth 

• Division A - 1st Place Council 1135 with 18 new members 

• Division AA - 1st Place Council 4698 with 21 new members 

• Division AAA - 2nd Place Council 1444 with 26 new members 

 

Individual Person & Council honors 

• James Walsh GK Council 16369 got Rising Star Award 

• Council 3755 won State Deputy's Day of Service Award 

• Council 4698 won Council of the Year 

• DD3 Tom Heidenfelder was honored for his years of service as a DD 

 

Next year's State Convention will be April 22nd- 24th at the Bloomington-Normal Marriott Conference 

Center. 

Please plan to attend this event and talk to your DD about how your Council can earn State Awards. 

Fraternally 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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Chicago Dogs Game  
Saturday, August, 15 Starting time is 6:00 pm  

Chi Dogs vs. Lake County DockHounds 

 Christopher Columbus Assembly #2349 and  

Brownson Council #1030 are planning a group outing to the exciting and 

entertaining Chicago Dogs Minor League baseball team in Rosemont.  

• Tickets are $20.00 and include  

• 1 Infield Reserve Ticket  

• Star Wars Night & Saturday Night Fireworks  

• A Chicago Dogs cap!  

 

• A portion of each ticket sale will be donated to the  

Tunnel to Towers Foundation  

which helps America’s heroes by providing mortgage-free homes to Gold Star 

and fallen first responder families with young children and by building 

specially-adapted smart homes for catastrophically injured veterans and first 

responders.  

• Impact Field is located at 9850 Balmoral Ave. Rosemont, IL 60018. The 

ballpark is accessible via public transit by taking either the blue line or the Metra 

and getting off at the Rosemont station. A Rosemont Entertainment Connector 

Trolley will run with between the Rosemont CTA Blue Line stop and Impact Field.  

• Parking in the garage adjacent to Impact Field is $3 per vehicle  

 

Family, friends, Cubs fans and White Sox fans are all are welcome to attend.  

Please contact FC Tom Kaiser (tjkaiser@sprynet.com) or 630-699-2079 (Cell/text) 

by AUGUST 10 with the number of tickets you would like and send payment to  

391 S. Berkley, Elmhurst, IL 60126  

(Zelle payments can be made to —Assembly2349@sprynet.com )  

This is a great opportunity to see an exciting Chicago team in their fan friendly 

ballpark, with your Brother Knights and families.  

Hope you can join us at the game on August 15th! 

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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There are three (3) icons to travel either in the  

There are two (2) icons (2” x 35”) to travel either  

the northern or southern councils of our Diocese. 

To begin the process for scheduling the icon 

please follow the QR code to a document for 

RSVPing for this image  

https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
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